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MARSEILLE _ ARRI\'AL

Or-r February 24, r8r5, the lookout at Notre_D :

signalled the arrival of the three_master phar-i
Sm1.rna, Trieste and Naples. As usual, a coasrai :
eir the port, sailed hard by the Chdteau d,If, an,1':

rer\veen the Cap de Morgiou and the island oi Rr,
-\t once (as was also customary) the terrace o; I

,,,, as thronged with onlookers, because the arrival ,--:

.qreat evenr in Marseille, particularly wherr th.
'::trcton, has been built, fitted out and laded in ::
e old port and beiongs to an owner from the rc,,..,.
,\leanwhile the ship was drawing near, and :' :coriared thc narrows creared by some volcanic -r:

.re islands of Calseraigne and Jarre; it had round..
',, 

-rs proceeding under its three
r'.ir so slowly and with such
.::rders. instinctively sensing
.-;cident couid have occurred
.,, ire experts in nautical matters acknowledged : :
-'.en such an accident, it could not have affecrec .

.,r rts progress gave everyindication of a ship unde: :
, :e anchor was ready to drop and the bo.n,rp.l, .:\ert to the pilot, who was preparing to guide the p,.

e narrow entrance to the port of Marseille, sro,_:
e rt and sharp-eyed, supervising every mo\-emen:
pearing each of the pilot,s commands.
One of the spectators on the terrace of Fort Slir.,_

rtrticularly affected by the vague sense of uneas.
-:nong them, so much so that he could not u_aii :
-L-)rre to land; he leapt into a small boat and ordere :

raon, co.ming alongside oppo.irc :.-
he saw rhe nran approaching, the i
the pilot and, hat in hand, .u-. .-.
ship.

!e ^was 
a young man of between eighteen and nr .

ir ith fine dark eyes and ebony-black hair. His u h,
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8 r H-E couNT oF MoNTE cRISTo

possessed the calm and resolve peculiar to men who have been
accustomed from childhood to u.restle with danger.

'Ah, it's you, Dantds!'the man in the boat cried.'\What has
happened, and why is there this air of dejection about all on
board?'

'A great misfortune, Monsieur Morrel!'the young man replied.
'A great misfortune, especiall,v for me: while off Civita Vecchia, we
lost our good Captain Lecldre.'

'And the cargo?' the ship owner asked brusquely.
'It has come safe to port, Monsieur Morrel, and I think you wili

be content on that score. But poor Captain Lecldre . . .'
'What happened to him, then?' the shipowner asked, visibl,v

relieved. 'So what happened to the good captain?'
'He is dead.'
'Lost overboard?'
'No, Monsieur, he died of an apoplectic fever, in terrible agony.'

Then, turning back to his crew, he said: 'Look lively, there! Every
man to his station to drop anchorl'

The crew obeyed. As one man, the eight or ten sailors of which
it was composed leapt, some to the sheets, others to the braces,
others to the halyards, others to the jib, and still others to the brails.
The voung sailor glanced casually ar rhe srart ofthis operation and,
seerng that his orders were being carried out, prepared to resume
the conversation.

'But how did this misfortune occur?' the shipowner continued,
picking it up where the young man had left off.

'By heaven, Monsieur, in the most unexpected way imaginable:
alter a long conversation with the commander of the port, Captain
l-ecldre left Naples in a stare of great agitation. Twenty-four hours
later, he was seizeci with fever and, three days after that, he was
dead . . . tWe gave him the customary funeral and he now rests,
decently wrapped in a hammock, with a thirty-six-pound cannon-
ball at his feet and another at his head, off the island of Giglio.
We've brought his medal and his sword back for his widow. Much
good it did him,' the young man continued, with a melancholy
smile, 'to fight the war against the English for ten years - only to
die at last, like anyone else, in his bed.'

'Dammit, Monsieur Edmond, what do you expecr?' said the
shipowner, who appeared to be finding more and more to console
him in his grief. '\7e are all mortal. The old must give way to rhe

\IARSEILLE _ ARRIVAL

\oung, or else there would be no progress or prLrr:
as you can assure me that the cargo . . .,

'All is well with it, Monsieur Morrel, I guarante ,.

rn1. advice, you will nor discount this trip for a :
: ra ncs.'

Then, as they had just sailed past the Round T,_,.
ilor cried: 'Furl the topmast sails, the jib and th.
ely!'
The order was obeyed with almost as much C:.

:ran-o'-war.
'Let go and brail all!'
-\t this last command, all the sails were lowered .:.-

,f rhe ship became almost imperceptible, driven onj,,
i irs forrvard motion.
'And now, if you would like to come aboard. ,\1.,_
ntds said, observing the owner,s impatience. .I
go,2 Monsieur Danglars, coming or1 of his ca:

Lru all the information that you desire. As for me. I

'rs rndeed emerging fr:om his cabin and .o-,..=
: ---f OWflef .

. 
rntr new arrival was a man, tweil:lrll:::r:::ll.

" ::t.Tffi::I;l.il::.
: \\ as generally as much disliked by the creu. as D.

:-.-rhem.
'\\'e1[, Monsieur Morrel,, said Danglars, .you har .-; rr s, I suppose?'
\ es, yes, poor Captain Lecldrel He was a hr.

:::nl'
'-\nd above all an excellent sailor, weathered .i:. J rhe heavens, as was proper in a man respon.

.-er the interests of so important a firrn ns -tI
J:nglars replied.
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so,' the shipowner ,.0,r.0, ;;;il ffiffit;.
searched for his mooring. 'Even so, I think one need not be a

seaman of such long experience as you say, Danglars, to know the

business: there is our friend Edmond going about his, it seems to
me, like a man who has no need to ask advice of anybody.'

'Indeed,' said Danglars, casting a sidelong glance at Dantds with
a flash of hatred in his eyes. 'Yes, indeed, he is young and full
of self-confidence. The captain was hardly dead before he had
taken command without asking anyone, and made us lose a day

and a half on the island of Elba, instead of returning directly to
Marseille.'

'As far as taking command of the ship is concerned,' said the
owner, 'that was his duty as first mate. As for losing a day and a

half at Elba, he was in the wrong, unless there was some damage

to the ship that needed repairing.'
'The ship was in as good shape as I am, and as good as I hope

you are, Monsieur Morrel. That day and a half was lost on a whim,
for nothing other than the pleasure of going ashore.'

'Dantds,' the owner said, turning towards the young man. '\fould
you come here.'

'Your pardon, Monsieur,' Dantds said. 'l shall be with you in an

instant.' Then, to the crew, he called: 'Drop anchor!'
The anchor was immediately lowered and the chain ran out

noisily. Dantds stayed at his post, even though the pilot was there,
until the last operation had been carried out, then ordered:'Lower
the pennant and the flag to half-mast, unbrace the yards!'

'You see,' Danglars said. 'I do believe he thinks himself captain
already.'

'So he is, in effect,' said the owner.
'Yes, apart from your signature and that of your partner, Mon-

sieur Morrel.'
'By gad, why shouldn't we leave him in the job?' said the owner.

'He is young, I grant you, but he seems made for it and very
experienced in his work.'

A cloud passed across Danglars' brow.
'Excuse me, Monsieur Morrel,' Dantds said as he came over.

'Now that the ship is moored, I am entirely at your disposal: I think
you called me?'

Dangiars took a step back.
'I wanted to ask why yorl stopped on the island of Elba.'

\I,{RSEILLE _ ARRIVAL

'I don't know, Monsieur. It was to cdrr| our a ::
Captain Lecldre, who gave me, on his deathbeo.
-\Iarshal Bertrand.'3

'Did you see him, Edmond?,
'Whom?'
'The Grand Marshal.'
'Yes.'

-\lorrel looked about him and drew Dantds asid.,
'-\nd how is the emperor?, he asked, earnestlr,.
'He is well, as fa. ai I can judge by -y o*n ..t .,..
'So 

,vou saw the emperor, too, did you?'
'He came to visit the marshal while I was there..
'-\nd did you speak to him?,
'Ir rvas he, Monsieur, who spoke to me,, Dantds ..'-\nd rvhat did he say?'

of its depa-

ffJl;.:;,
t: t mate and-: Lrrged to the firm of Morrel and Son. ,,Ah. r,esl

. : rl rhem. The Morrels have been shipowners fror--
--: ;here was Morrel who served in the same ree::

-..r I rvas garrisoned at Valence.,, ,

- -..h. if it were known that you gave a packet ro ri-..-- .:r ro the emperor, you might be compromised..'...ru could it compromise me, Monsieur?'said D:: : inow what I was carrying, and the emperor ol
- : :,:-rTre questions that he would have put to EEr ,-

: :!i e\CUSe me,' he continued. ,The health authr- :
- i, .)xs are coming on board. VTith your permissic .

-\ ;ourse, of course, my dear Dantds, array oar..
- e r oung man went off and, as he did so, bangia,
: ,. he asked, 'it appears that he gave you gLrrtr.- l: ing off at Porto Ferrajo?,
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'Excellent reason, my dear o"r*t*r: 

couNr oF NroNrE cRISro

'I am pleased to hear it,' the other replied. 'It is always distressing
to see a comrade fail in his duty.'

'Dantds did his duty,' the shipowner answered, 'and there is no
more to be said. It was Captain Lecldre who ordered him to put
into port.'

'speaking of Captain Lecldre, did he not give you a letter from
him?'

'Who?'
'Dantds.'
'Not to me! \7as there one?'
'I believe that, apart from the packet, Captain Lecldre entrusted

hrm with a letter.'
'\ilhich packet are you referring to, Danglars?'
'The same that Dantds delivered when we stopped at Porto

Ferrajo.'
'And how did you know that he had a packet to deliver at Porto

Ferrajo?'
Danglars blushed. 'I was passing by the door of the captain's

cabin, which was partly open, and I saw him handing the packet
and a letter to Dantds.'

'He did nor mention it,' said the owner. 'But if he has such a

letter, he will give it to me.'
Danglars thought for a moment.
'ln that case, Monsieur Morrel,' he said, 'I beg you to say nothing

about it to Dantds. I must have been mistaken.'
At that moment the young man came back and Danglars left them.
'Nou', my dear Dantds, are you free?' the owner asked.
'Yes, Monsieur.'
'It did not take long.'
'No, I gave the Customs a list of our cargo; as for the port

authorities, they sent a man with the coastal pilot, and I handed
our papers over to him.'

'So you have nothing more to do here?'
Dantds cast a rapid glance about him. 'No, everything is in order,'

he said.
'Then you can come and take dinner with us?'
'Please, Monsieur Morrel, I beg you to excuse me, but the first

thing I must do is to visit my father. Nonetheless, I am most grateful
for the honour you do me.'

\{ARSEILLE _ ARRIVAL

'That's proper, Dantds, very proper. I knot". rhai .

son.'
'And . " .' Dantds asked, somewhat hesitanrh .

know, he's in good health, my father?,
'I do believe so, my dear Edmond, though 1

him.'
'Yes, he stays shut up in his little room.,
'\7hich at least proves that he lacked nothing r..

arvay.'
Dantds smiled.
'My father is a proud man, Monsieur, and e\.un :

oi everything, I doubt if he would have asked for he :
n the world, except God.'

'Now, rvhen you have done that, we can counr on .,

'l must beg you once more to excuse me. -\lc,:,
:ut after that first visit, there is another thar is nu
,,-, me.'

'Ah, Dantds, that's true; I was forgetting thar thert
.s Catalans who must be expecting you with no ,.
ran vour father - the lovely Merc6dds.'

Dantds smiled.
'-\h, ha,' said the owner, 'now I understand u,h. .
re s to ask me for news of the pbaraoz. Dash ir. E-.

- :rckv fellow, to have such a pretty mistress.,
She is not my mistress, Monsieur,, the young srr, :

: ; is my fianc6e.'
' sometimes amounts to the same thing,, the o-,, :

. - rckle.
\ot for us, Monsieur,' Dantds replied.
Come, come, my dear Edmond,, the other coni:: *

-. ietain you. You have looked after my business r.. :
- : :o grve you every opportunity to look after r ou:

-. * lnv money?'
' \ o. Monsieur, I have all my salary from the rrip _ .

.: months' pay.'
\ lru manage your affairs well, my boy.,
\-ou might add that rny father is a poor man, \lc -.
'i:s. indeed, I know you are a good son to hir:: S

. :ather. I, too, have a son and I should bear : :
rn u ho kept him away from me, afrer a rhr.._..
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